politics. One group wanted a Pole. A second party
was pro-Austrian and wanted to secure strength from
that quarter by electing a Hapsburg, Arch-Duke
Ernest, the son of Emperor Maximilian II. The
pro-French party wanted Henry of Valois, younger
brother of King Charles IX of France. King John
of Sweden was proposed, having as his wife a Jagiellon
princess; Prince Stefan Batory of Transylvania was
also mentioned.

Henry was elected. The twelve Poles who went
to Paris to notify him of his election and its accomp-
anying terms, Zamoyski among the group, astonished
France with their elegance of costume, linguistic
proficiency, and personal culture, putting the less
cultivated French courtiers to shame. The-articles
Henry had to sign made him indeed king, but with
quite insignificant powers.

He was an utter failure as king, weak and immoral,
indeed only a callow youth, somewhat unfortunate in -
that his mother had been Catherine de Medici. Five
months after Henry reached Poland, King Charles IX
of France died, and Henry fled to France to insure
the inheritance of his 'brother's throne; he ascended it
as Henry III. This first experience of electing a
foreign king left nothing to commend the practice-:
nevertheless, of the subsequent ten kings who ascended
the elective Polish throne, four were foreigners. And
of all the ten, native or foreign, only one, Stefan
Batory, brought good fortune to the country.. ..
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